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As matter of fact, imitation of ends, as distinct from imi-
tation of means which help to reach ends, is a superficial and
transitory affair which leaves little effect upon disposition.
Idiots are especially apt at this kind of imitation; it affects
outward acts but not the meaning of their performance.
When we find children engaging in this sort of mimicry, in-
stead of encouraging them (as we would do if it were an im-
portant means of social control) we are more likely to rebuke
them as apes, monkeys, parrots, or copy cats. Imitation of
means of accomplishment is, on the other hand, an intelligent
act. It involves close observation, and judicious selection of
what will enable one to do better something which he already
is trying to do. Used for a purpose, the imitative instinct
may, like any other instinct, become a factor in the develop-
ment of effective action.
This excursus should, accordingly, have the effect of ree'n-
forcing the conclusion that genuine social control means the
formation of a certain mental disposition; a way of under*
standing objects, events, and acts which enables one to partici-
pate effectively in associated activities. Only the friction
engendered by meeting resistance from others leads to the
view that it takes place by forcing a line of action contrary
to natural inclinations. Only failure to take account of the
situations in which persons are mutually concerned (or in-
terested in acting responsively to one another) leads to treat-
ing imitation as the chief agent in promoting social control
4. Some Applications to Education. — Why does a savage
group perpetuate savagery, and a civilized group civilization?
Doubtless the first answer to occur to mind is because savages
are savages; beings of low-grade intelligence and perhaps
defective moral sense. But careful study has made it doubt-
ful whether their native capacities are appreciably inferior to
those of tivilized man* It has made it certain that native
differences are not sufficient to account for the difference in
culture. In a sense the mind of savage peoples is an effect,

